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INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO PA-01 INR-01 /005 W 
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USIA FOR TFI I/MCI. AUGHT JN 
SECSTATE FOR EUR 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SOPN, US, PO 
SUB J : MEDIA REACTION 

1 . SOARES VISIT TO U.S.: 

(A) WEEKLY CENTRIST NEWSPAPER "TEMPO" DATED APRIL 28 
PUBLISHED POSITIVE ANALYSIS OF SOARES VISIT. CORRESPONDENT 
JAO G. BASTOS WROTE: "...IT IS UNDENIABLE THAT THE MARIO 
SOARES VISIT TO THE U.S. WAS A PERSONAL TRIUMPH. HE WAS 
FAVORABLY RECEIVED EVERYWHERE AND HE CAUSED THE BEST 
POSSIBLE IMPRESSION-.. ALL SOURCES SAY THAT HIS MEETING 
WITH PRESIDENT CARTER WAS EXTREMELY FRIENDLY.. .HIS 
GREATEST SUCCESS IN NEW YORK WAS THE LUNCHEON GIVEN FOR 
HIM BY THE AMERICAN-PORTUGUESE SOCIETY (WHERE SOARES 
PRODUCED) AN EXCELLENT IMPRESSION. WE RELIEVE THAT 

THIS CONTRIBUTION TOWARD ENDING AN ATMOSPHERE OF SEMI- 
HOSTILITY WHICH PREVAILED IN CERTAIN QUARTERS SINCE 
THE EXCESSES AND OUTRAGES OF THE VASCO GONCALVES AND 
OTELO EAR..." 

(B) JOSE RICARDO. WHO COVERED SOARES U.S. VISIT, 

WROTE IN APRIL 29 PRO-GOP "DIARIO DE NOTICIAS" THAT 
PORTUGAL MAY HAVE A SPECIAL ROLE IN COORDINATING WESTERN 
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COUNTRIES' POLICIES IN AFRICA WITH THE U.S.: "IN 
MAINTAINING AN CAREFUL POLICY OF NOT ANTAGONIZING ANY 
SIDE IN AFRICA, EVEN OF GIVING DEFINITE AID, THE CARTER 
ADMINISTRATION SEEMS TO HAVE WANTED TO GIVE PORTUGAL 
A PRIVILIGED ROLE IN THE RELATIONSHIP WITH THE COUNTRIES 
IN THE 'FRONT LINE 1 IN WHICH MOZAMBIQUE AND ANGOLA FIT... 

THE DESIRE OF THE CARTER ADMINISTRATION TO 'COORDINATE' 
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POINTS OF VIEW WITH PORTUGAL REGARDING PROBLEMS SUCH 
AS THOSE OF AFRICA, THE BELGRADE CONFERENCE, HUMAN 
RIGHTS, EURO-COMMUNISM COULD GIVE THE PORTUGUESE 
GOVERNMENT VERY USEFUL POLICY INSTRUMENTS IF MANEUVERED 
WITH TACT. THE DIVIDENDS OF THE VISIT BY MARIO SOARES 
AND MEDEIROS FERREIRA TO WASHINGTON, BEYOND THOSE IN 
THE FINANCIAL AREA, COULD AMOUNT TO A STRENGTHENING 
OF THE ATLANTIC ALLIANCE IN WHICH PORTUGAL ACTS AS 
A PRIVILIGED INTERLOCUTOR." 

2. NATO: LEFTIST WEEKLY "O IORNAL" OF APRIL 22 

CARRIED UNSIGNED COMMENTARY UNDER HEADLINE, "MILITARY 

COMMANDERS SAY: NATO IS EXPENSIVE BUT WORTH IT." 

LEAD WAS: "HIGH PORTUGUESE MILITARY COMMANDERS CONSIDER 
PORTUGAL'S POSITION WITHIN NATO ADVANTAGEOUS, DESPITE 
OUR COUNTRY BEING THE FOURTH LARGEST CONTRIBUTOR TO 
THAT ORGANIZATION AFTER WEST GERMANY, THE U.S. AND 
GREAT BRITIAN, PAYING MORE THAN STRATEGICALLY VITAL 
COUNTRIES SUCH AS TURKEY." CITING MILITARY SOURCES, 

ARTICLE SAID "THE PRICE PORTUGAL PAYS IS WORTH IT, 

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT THE COST OF RESTRUCTURING THE 
PORTUGUESE ARMED FORCES, CURRENTLY IN PROCESS, AND 
THE FURNISHING OF MATERIAL AND TRAINING" BY OTHER 
COUNTRIES. ARTICLE CONTINUED: "TO EVALUATE THE 
IMPORTANCE GIVEN PORTUGAL'S PRESENCE IN NATO..., THE 
PARTICIPATION OF PRESIDENT RAMALHO EANES IN THE LONDON 
CONFERENCE IS HIGHLY DESIRABLE IN THAT IT ASSURES A 
CONTINUITY IN TIES AT A LEVEL HIGHER THAN MINISTERIAL 
LEVEL..." 
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